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EX OF THE 


: Church of ENGLAND 


| 1 5 Tothoſe that are of that Rs | 

Communion in the Preſent Parliament ; 
= OK RATHER. 6 | 
Convention concerning Comprehenſion. 


GENTLEMEN, ar CAR 7 i nn. 
Ho' Tama Lay Perſon, F hope my Zeal for the Church at this 

JunQnre, will not be thought Improper by any Body that is Solid 

and Thoughtful. Church Afairs are of the higheſt and moſt Uni- 

verſal Importance. ' As every Man has an Immortal Soul, fo every 
©; 0 Man is concern'd for the Honour and Stability of that Church which 
he believes to be Trueſt. The Dodtrines, the Politicks, and the Rituals toe of ours 
dare come to the Teſt, and thoſe that believe as welt of Her as T do, muſt think it 
their Duty, not only to keep Her-Fences ſecure from open Yiolence, but likewiſe 
to Watch. well againſt Her- undermining;; and L- hope to tfind all: that are of 
Her Communion in this Houſe, 'to' have their Hearts in with me upon this matter; 
and itisbut time, ſince ſuch as the Biſbop 'of L—— &c. are ſtriking a' Bargain 
with the Fanaticks, -and Dr. $:i/—— is 'apace returning ' to' his 'Irexicon :- Men 
-whioſe Principle is noe rangy Inconſtant. We can't: forget, that not: 
long before his Suſpenſion,che Biſbop of Lo—— gave InſtruCtions in his Dioceſs for 
their Proſecution ; and wefwonder that Dr. $#z//—— ſhould not convince Himſelf 


as well as Others by his Unresſozableneſs of Separation. But now our Church is to 


be Deplum'd, Her Liturgy Altered , Her Ceremonies laid afide in complyance 
with that SeQ, who will never be at Reſt, nor let others be at Eaſe ( let her- 
make what Condiſcentions ſhe, will), till the Church itſelf is Deſtroyed.. -And as 
they are naturally very Encroaching, ſo they cannot bear Power when they have 
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ot it ; but inſtead of Quieting the Church, they will vive Her but a preater Fer- x 
jocks when ſhe has comprehended them. When a former Rebellion had put them 
in the Sadle, they never caft about for Accommodation; but We muſt again let them 


into Pulpits, that they may Preach down what they Miſ<call our Superſtition, and 


with AﬀeQted Grimaces and a Canting Tone; Seduce the Multitude from the Orzhg- 
dox and Primitive Divinity. 


Now Gentlemen we are in good earneſt in danger. In King James's days we 
were ſt upon by a handful of Men that had hot Heads, and Notions fo contrary to 
ours, as well as contradiQtory to right Reaſon and common Senſe, that ic would 
have required a great trad of time to have made many Converts : but theſe are 
an Induitrious, and Cooler Generation, and their Arguments have ſome plaufibili- 
ty, and the Air of their Minii#ry has been of late too taking ; fo that Ican plain- 
ly Prophecy, nay, I can ſee our Church linking, unleſs we ate aware of the effefts 
of Comprehenſion. As much fault as we found with our King, He propos to 
leave our Worſhip entire, and it wasa leſs dangerous Errour to Tolerate Miſtakes, 
than to fall into, or Conform with. them our ſelves in matters of FReligiov. He 
muſt have bur little value for the Church he is of, that does not owa this to a 
Tittle. We were cheated into the, Belief of the French League, that the Prince 
of Wales was an Impoſtor, and all the other Lyes wherewith the Fa#ion black- 
ned our King ; only that they at laſt might get the upperhand of us, and then de- 
ſtroy our Church. But now we are again undeceiv'd : they have not gone about to 
prove any one of thofe Reports, and we are confident that they can't : but we 
plainly ſee they-were rais'd that they might (contrary to their own Pretences, and 
our Senſe of Things) Dethrone our Lawfu! Prince, and fer up one of their own 
Stamp, Educated a Calviniſt, and now at moſt, a Favourer of ſuch Mozly Church- 
men as Dr: Burxet : And what they drive at in his Rezgz, and what he Deſigns, is 
plainto'a Demonſtration. N evertheleſs be of good heart, be Advocates.of Truth, 


and Proteitors of the Church : for though T could even wiſh that all might be un- 


der a Preparation for Sufferings:; yet Hee methinks, that God, who has ſo often ap- 
ed for; and delivered us from Darkneſs and DeſtruQtion, chooſing out, and 
making us the Inſtruments of ſuch a Reſt awration as will make our Rightful Kjng 4 
Nurſing ' Father (as well from the DiCtates of - Intereſt as Gratitude) to us, who ne- 
ver defign'd things ſhould have been carried fo far, will ſo Reſtore us to our Duty, 
Settle us in Peace and all our Pofſefſions,. and once more Bleſs us with the good 
things of this World ; we firſt ſeek the Kingdom of Heaven", by doing our 
Duty, and leaving the Confequences to his Divine and Over-ruling Providence. 


of That the ſhould have no more Regard to the Printes Publick Faith in his De- | 


a, 


claration, Ot Indulging Papiſts themſelves that will live quietly, than to make a 
Law to Bariſh them out of 'Town (which is the way to provoke Miſchief, if 
they arecapable of doing any, and to be ſure. the Sewvereſt of all Injuries, in that 
it deprive ſo many Hundred Families, of the lower fort, of the means of getting 
Bread. for their poor Families) is that which makes the whole Undertaking ;, | a- 


Feft, ſeeing weareall at the lame time to be Guarded by Ppiſts, of almoſt allother 


Natzons. 
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